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         MP

House of Commons

LONDON SW1A 0AA

18 July 2009

Dear 

Poor communities in developing countries are already experiencing increased floods, droughts and extreme weather - the realities of a changing climate. They are showing resilience in adjusting to the impact of climate variability. However they are quickly reaching a point beyond which they cannot adapt further - to a problem they did the least to cause. As a campaigner with CAFOD, the overseas development and relief agency, I strongly believe that a new global climate change deal is urgently needed and must be agreed at the UN meeting that will take place this December in Copenhagen.

It is vital that this new deal provides the necessary support for developing countries – this includes additional aid to adapt to changing weather, as well as access to clean, green technology. 

I am really pleased that the UK Government has recognised the need for $100 billion per year by 2020 in order to help developing countries and that it has made clear suggestions about how this money will be raised. However this may not be enough. Current estimates suggest that the costs of addressing climate change in developing countries could cost a minimum of $150 billion each year by 2020. 

Please could you write to Ed Miliband MP, Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, urging him to ensure that the UK brings along the rest of Europe on committing to the money needed for adaptation to climate change and that these financial proposals are embedded in a deal at Copenhagen. It’s great that the UK has made a firm commitment to provide funds but I’m worried that it may end up adding up to very little if the rest of Europe doesn’t join us. The EU’s fair share of $150 billion per year is currently estimated to be at least $48 billion a year by 2020. This must be additional to existing Official Development Assistance commitments. If EU leaders put this money on the table it would send a courageous and clear signal that the EU is serious about tackling climate change.
It is just as important that any deal in Copenhagen also tackles the root causes of climate change by cutting the emissions of greenhouse gases that cause climate change. The UK Government has agreed to reduce UK greenhouse gas emissions by 34 per cent by 2020, based on 1990 levels. This would only increase to around a 42 per cent cut, which is more in line with what we need to avoid dangerous climate change, if there is a decent agreement at Copenhagen. Please could you also raise this matter with Ed Miliband. By failing to set the most ambitious target, and by ignoring the latest science which suggests industrialised countries must commit to at least a 40 per cent cut, the Government risks the livelihoods and 
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future development of the world's poorest communities. It also risks failing to build the trust that is desperately needed on the world stage if we are to secure a strong and fair international climate deal at Copenhagen. 

Leaving open the additional fallback option of purchasing a portion of these cuts through carbon credits is also more risky than prudent. Carbon off-sets don’t always lead to actual emissions reductions and they negate our responsibility to take much needed difficult decisions about cuts here at home. 

Finally, if we are to truly ensure the strongest possible deal at Copenhagen, that puts poor people at its heart, I think it’s essential that Ed Miliband hears the views of people like me and that a strong and clear cross-party consensus emerges on these issues. I do hope that you will do all you can to make sure that this happens.

I look forward to hearing your response and any response you receive from Ed Miliband.

Yours sincerely,

