Dear Friends,

Five important items for your attention and consideration:
1. ACAT (Action by Christians Against Torture)
Christmas Card Greetings List 2009: attached as a Word  Document; please follow their clear guidance on sending     religious or non-religious cards to prisoners in Human Rights Groups, Persecuted Christians and Prisoners of Conscience. 
  2.  Coventry Deanery Peace Events  

      Wednesday 4th November: 7.15pm 

Goldstein Lecture Hall, University of Coventry. Chaired by the Bishop of Coventry.
Contact: Paul McGowan Tel: 7667 4495
PHIL SHINER, born in Coventry, educated at All Souls Primary and Bishop Ullathorne Comprehensive, now one of the country’s most eminent Human Rights lawyers, has devoted his career to those cases too uncomfortable for others to handle. 

“DEFENDING HUMAN RIGHTS: SEEKING JUSTICE FOR THE VICTIMS OF WAR”

      Friday 30th October: 5.15pm

The Pax Christi Icon of Peace and Reconciliation will be received into the Chapel of Unity at Coventry Cathedral and blessed during Evening Prayer led by David Porter, Canon Director for Reconciliation Ministry.

Do come and join us – everyone welcome.

This unique Icon is  a large, colourful sacred painting made by the monks at the monastery of ‘St John in the Desert’, near Jerusalem. 

It is dedicated to Pax Christi, the international peace movement.

It depicts stories from the bible and saints of both Eastern and Western traditions, linked by the theme of reconciliation.

      Monday 2nd to Saturday 14th November 

the Icon will be in the Chapel of Unity in Coventry Cathedral – spend some time in prayer and reflection for peace and reconciliation

      Monday 9th to Friday 13th November 

12 noon: Coventry Cathedral Litany of Reconciliation 

12.05 – 12.40pm: Daily meditation and reflection on the Icon of Peace and Reconciliation - in the Chapel of Unity

Contact: Ann Farr Tel: 02476 679398  annfarr@phonecoop.coop 

      Thursday 5th November, 7.30pm 

Friends Meeting House, Hill Street, Coventry.

A talk by Ann Farr on the visit made to the West BANK earlier his year, shortly after Gaza war: 

“Bethlehem – Living Behind the Wall – a challenge to Peacemakers”
     Friday 6th November 

Diamond Suite, Coventry Council House, tea/coffee at 6pm, talk at 6.30pm.

Annual Coventry Peace Lecture: 

Dr Swee Chai Ang, distinguished Orthopaedic Surgeon and World Health Organisation consultant for the West Bank, Palestine.

     Saturday 14th November 12 noon
The Annual Coventry Peace Prize will be awarded to Bruce Kent, Vice-President Pax Christi, at a short service in Coventry Cathedral Ruins on the day that we commemorate the bombing of Coventry.

Please come and pray for peace.

   3.  Saturday 7th November at 9.30 for 10am.

        Said Business School (beside the Rail Station), 9:30 am for 10:00 am to  

        5pm, with a networking reception to follow.

        “Fair Trade Futures: Authenticity and Action”
          A  conference that looks (inter alia)  at how Fair Trade can move forward in  

          a world where the economic and physical climates are changing rapidly.  

          Speakers include: 

· Anne MacCaig, CEO of CafeDirect; 

· Joan Karanja, CEO of Cooperation for Fair Trade in Africa; 

· Mike Gidney, Deputy Director of the Fairtrade Foundation; 

· Dorothy Maxwell (DEFRA) and Deborah McGurk (DfID); 

· Carrie Somers, Founder and Director of Pachacuti; 

· Mick Blowfield, Smith School for Enterprise and the Environment, Univ of Oxford

· Sergi Corbalan, Coordinator of the Fair Trade Advocacy Office (Brussels); 

· Safia Minney, Founder and CEO of People Tree; 

· author and university lecturer in social enterprise Alex Nicholls; 

· Ian Barney, Managing Director of TWIN and TWIN trading, and more!  

        Further information at:  http://www.sbs.ox.ac.uk/centres/skoll/news/Pages/fairtradefutures.aspx  Sponsored by the Skoll Centre at the Said Business School, the Oxford Fair Trade Coalition, CCOW and Partnership for Change (through RISC in Reading).
  4.  The Las Casas Institute, Blackfriars Hall, St Giles, Oxford                                                  

       Monday  16th November at 5pm.
       "Ethics and the Media”: Mark Thompson, Director General, BBC.
       Friday 20th November at 5pm.

       “Ethics and Finance”: Philip Lowe, Head of DG Competition of the 

                                                               European Commission.

       Friday 27th November at 1pm.

       “Enterprise and the Environment”: Rt Hon Greg Clarke MP, 

                 Shadow Secretary of State for Energy & Climate Change.

5.  Stourport Justice & Peace Group 

  Wednesday 9th December at 7.30pm.

  St Michael’s Church, Stourport

  “Justice and Peace -  Key Issues”: Rt. Rev William Kenny CP, 

         Currently Diocesan Administrator, Archdiocese of Birmingham

         Further information from Derek Wood (01299 823619) or 

                                               Derek Smith (01299 403969)

With best wishes, as always,
David Jenkins

Administrator, Birmingham Justice and Peace Commission
















