Dear Friends,

A News Update with details of some interesting meetings for your interest and consideration please:



4.  Who is fleeing persecution and seeking sanctuary?
Please join Restore, a project of  Birmingham Churches Together supporting refugees and asylum seekers, for information sessions on asylum issues and training for befriending refugees and asylum seekers:
AFTERNOON COURSE 

on Mondays 19th and 26th April 2010
from 1.00pm to 4.00pm

St George’s Community Hub, Great Hampton Row, Newtown, B19 3JG
Restore’s training is offered to all those who are interested in becoming volunteer befrienders of asylum seekers and refugees. Anyone wishing to gather further information on asylum and refugee issues is also welcome.  (NB. There is no obligation to volunteer with Restore at the end of the course!)

Further details are available from Jeremy Thompson (Befriending 
Co-ordinator, RESTORE ) tel. 0121 236 0069 or befriend@restore-uk.org  http://www.restore-uk.org

The Sanctuary Pledge -  asking prospective candidates from all political parties at the forthcoming General Election to sign a pledge to support the provision of sanctuary for those who have been persecuted.





                                          Monday, 22nd March  from 7pm to 9pm.


 


at All Saints Church, Herbert Road, Small Heath, B10 0PR  (NB. Restore’s old address).





Those interested are being encouraged to go as a delegation to see their MP and to contact other prospective parliamentary candidates; training from Citizens for Sanctuary to help equip and mobilise people for this campaigning activity.  Please join us.  





 Further information and full text of the pledge can be found at: � HYPERLINK "http://sanctuarypledge.org.uk" ��http://sanctuarypledge.org.uk�    











Mass to mark the 30th anniversary of the assassination of Archbishop Oscar Romero:





                         Wednesday 24th March at 7pm at St Chad's Cathedral. 


         


The Cathedral will be open from 6pm for early arrivals and there will be a reception in the Grimshaw Room afterwards with a short talk and refreshments, ending by 9.30pm. CAFOD is organising this with the Archdiocese, in celebration of Romero's inspirational life.


         


Archbishop Bernard will be travelling to El Salvador with CAFOD to mark the anniversary.





Please find attached a poster for you to display in your parish. Please let us know if you are coming: Tel. 01922 722 944








Catholic Association for Racial Justice (CARJ): Urban Network meeting


   


                                      Friday 19 March 2010 (from 12noon to 5pm.) 





at the Las Casas Institute, 17 Beaumont Street, Oxford (next to the Oxford Playhouse).  On arrival enter and ring bell for Las Casas.  Coffee will be available from 11:30am.  For catering purposes, it would help to know if you intend to come (Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:richard@zipfel.uk.com" \o "blocked::mailto:richard@zipfel.uk.com" �richard@zipfel.uk.com�.) however, last minute deciders are welcome.  


This meeting has been arranged to coincide with the international conference on Renewing the Catholic Social Conscience at Blackfriars in Oxford.  Those attending the Urban Network meeting, even if they are not staying for the weekend, are welcome to join the first session of the conference at 6pm.














5.  Restore Open Meeting at our new office:





                 St George’s Community Hub, Great Hampton Row, Newtown, B19 0JG 





                                            on Tuesday, 27th April from 7.30 to 9.30pm





The meeting will focus on “What to do if you receive Indefinite Leave to Remain” (through the Case Resolution process)  





Dr Elizabeth Corrie, Legal Caseworker with The Rights Partnership, will help clarify people’s entitlements and answer questions.  








