Dear Friends, three important events with special relevance to our Diocese for your attention and consideration please in the lead-up toward Lent 2009:

CAFOD Lent Fast Day 

On Friday 6th March; we are encouraging all CAFOD contacts in parishes and/or Parish Priests to read out the short talk included in their packs.  If anyone can deliver the 2 minute talk at the end of Mass, please do let the CAFOD office know: 01922 722944 or Email birmingham @cafod.org.uk

Other resources for Lent are available from the CAFOD website www.cafod.org.uk 

Climate Change Day of Action 

joint event with CAFOD, Christian Aid and the Stop Climate Chaos Coalition,Thursday 19th March from 12 noon in Coventry Cathedral.
Flyer attached – please distribute, print and display in your Parishes. Hard copies available if you need them.
“Strangers Into Citizens” Campaign 

Arising from a humanitarian concern at the conditions in which hundreds of thousands of people in Britain are forced to live. Member organisations of the Citizen Organising Foundation – an alliance of faith and community groups – believe that people who have made new lives in Britain, who work and pay taxes, and who contribute in many other ways to our country and society, should be given the opportunity to earn the right to become a citizen of our nation. 
Archbishop Vincent Nichols has agreed to be the keynote speaker at a ‘Strangers into Citizens’ seminar that will take place on Saturday 4th April between 10am and 1pm in the Grimshaw Room at St Chad’s Cathedral, Queensway. The seminar will look at the challenges, from a theological, social, economic and political perspective, in seeking to address issues of social justice for migrants.    

We have an ambitious target of 1,000 people to travel from Birmingham to London on Bank Holiday Monday May 4th 2009 in what will be the largest ever Rally in support of migrants in British history. 

A number of organisations and communities have already come forward to pledge their support and to organise turnout. Please contact Paul Bunyan, Birmingham ‘Strangers into Citizens’ campaign organiser, to pledge your support and help us reach our target. He can be contacted by phone on 07527 306016 or by e-mail: paul.bunyan@cumbria.ac.uk.

Please make a note of these important dates to help plan and be a part of this historic event. Poster attached.
The STRANGERS INTO CITIZENS campaign is organised by the CITIZENS ORGANISING FOUNDATION, 112 Cavell Street, London E1 2JA.

For more information, or to offer support, please contact the campaign organiser Paul Bunyan (above) or campaign co-ordinator Hratche Koundarjian (hratche.koundarjian@cof.org.uk tel. 020 7043 9874).
Please pass this information to anyone whom you know may be interested, and does not receive Emails. If anyone has items to be publicised by the J&P Commission do please let me know.

With best wishes as always,
David Jenkins

Administrator, Birmingham Justice & Peace Commission

