Dear Friends, 

Three items of  information for you which you may find interesting:

1. Message from Jim Quinn:

Those of you on the CAFOD Diocesan Team will know of the intention, inspired by the Climate Justice Campaign, to hold a day retreat on the theme of creation. The retreat is for those already sympathetic to the idea that action on climate change and environmental issues is, or should be, an integral part of our faith. It will not be a day course, but a prayerful and reflective day discovering God more through creation and 

creation- inspired worship.

The outline at the moment is for a 10.00am or 10.30am start, ending at around 4pm. It will be held at Hadzor (near Droitwich) in a house attached to a parish chapel - a lovely rural setting. Some of you may remember it as Chez Nou.

Possible outline programme:

Opening liturgy
Short talk - Signposts to care for creation 
Lectio Divina 
Private prayer/reflection
Shared lunch
Quote…Unquote!
Creation walk (adapted for indoors if wet)
The vigil mass for Sunday is said in the adjacent chapel at 5pm should you wish to stay

Refreshments will be provided but participants will be invited to bring food to share at lunchtime.

This email is to canvass interest. Possible dates are 6th and 27th June. Cost unknown at the moment but unlikely to be more than £10.

If you are interested please let me know stating which date would suit you. If there is enough interest I will then go ahead and confirm the event for the date that suits the majority and invite firm bookings. If, as part of your networks, you know of anyone else who maybe interested please pass this on.

Please  contact Jim Quinn direct on Email: jq1_@hotmail.com
2. International Prayer Vigil for victims of torture – information from Action by Christians Against Torture (UK)
To mark United Nations Torture Victims Day, the annual International Prayer Vigil, “Take Them in Your Hands, will be held on the night of June 27th / 28th from 8pm to 8am.  Members of Action by Christians Against Torture (UK) a mainstream Christian registered charity, will be taking part again this year. It is hoped that many individual Christians and churches will join them or ask for the tortured to be included in intercessions at Sunday services.  Those remembered will include Christians persecuted for their faith, prisoners of conscience, torture victims, human rights defenders under threat of death, the families of all victims and also those who torture.  Do join with the many other Christians round the world, if only for 15 minutes, who will be praying for the “least of our brothers and sisters”.

Prayer can make all the difference as Anatoly Levitin, a Russian Orthodox prisoner in the former USSR wrote after he was freed: “Not only my own prayers helped me, but even more the prayer of many faithful Christians.  I felt it continually working from a distance, lifting me us as though on wings, giving me living water, and the bread of life, peace of soul, rest and love”.

A5 flyers and prayer material, with names of individuals etc. and services are available free from Terry and Eleanor Newland, 8 Southfield, Saltash, Cornwall PL12  4LX  Tel: 01752 843417  Email: uk.acat@gmail.com  Material can also be downloaded from www.thenightvigil.com - the international web site  This site can be used to sign up to the Vigil.

3. Opportunities at Blackfriars Hall, Oxford

It is now possible to follow the Oxford University PGCE while being a member of Blackfriars Hall. The Hall is one of Oxford's 45 Permanent Private Halls and Colleges.

For the academic year commencing 2010 we are especially keen to welcome those with a  strong commitment to working in areas of social need or who plan to go into the faith based sector. With this in mind we offer scholarships and bursaries for those aged 21 or over. These take the form of special placements with NGOs, the opportunity for travel outside term time, access to world class mentors and an accelerated leadership programme.

Blackfriars also teaches and welcomes mature students in philosophy; theology; politics, philosophy and economics and the social sciences.

Again for the 2010 academic year scholarships are available. Further details available on the web site:

http://www.bfriars.ox.ac.uk/hall_intro.php
With best wishes as always,

David Jenkins

Administrator, Birmingham Justice and Peace Commission

