Dear Friends, 
Hot on the heels of the Summer Newsletter here are two additional items for you to consider, the first one very urgent; 
1. The Coroners and Justice Bill: The House of Lords 
This will soon reach its critical stage in the House of Lords and the two key issues of concern remain the same: 

      Assisted Suicide.  We are particularly concerned about: 

A. Lord Falconer’s amendment (173) – making it legal for someone to assist a seriously ill person to commit suicide by taking them abroad to a suicide clinic. 

B. Lord Alderdice’s amendment (174) – making it legal for someone to assist a seriously ill person to end their life in this country. 

These amendments are followed by a compromise from Lord Joffe (who previously led the campaign for legalising assisted suicide which was defeated in May 2006) that could be used as back-up if the other amendments are lost: 

C. Lord Joffe’s amendment (177) makes ending life ‘manslaughter’ and not ‘murder’ if someone is moved by compassion in response repeated requests from a seriously ill person. 

The pro-euthanasia organisation ‘Dignity in Dying’ has asked its supporters to join their ‘3 peers campaign’ and write to three members of the House of Lords asking for them to support the liberalisation of the law. We have launched CARE’s ‘4 peers campaign’ encouraging Christians to write to four peers each, asking them to vote for life by opposing the amendments. We have attached to this email a list of peers in each UK County. If you live in England, Wales or Northern Ireland, please consider writing to 4 peers in your County and encourage friends to do the same! 

      Free Speech
Last year, Parliament passed Lord Waddington’s excellent amendment protecting free speech. However, Clause 61 of this Bill now removes this wise safeguard. Without it Christians may be subjected to lengthy police investigations for simply expressing their Christian convictions regarding sexual issues. If you live in England or Wales, please write to the peers in your area asking them to vote against Clause 61 and thereby keep this precious free speech clause. 

NB. Time is short – how long do we have? 
It is always difficult to predict the timings, but the assisted suicide vote will probably be on 7th July, and free speech on 9th July. Letters and emails to peers should therefore be sent as soon as possible. 

If you are in church leadership we would be very grateful if you could photocopy or print this letter and give it out to people in your congregation on Sunday. 

Thank you so much for your support. May God bless you richly in all that you seek to do for Him. 

Yours sincerely, 

Nola Leach
Chief Executive, CARE

2.  Peace News Summer Camp  23rd to 27th July 2009, Oxfordshire
Join people from across the broad spectrum of the British peace movement for five days of exploration, celebration and empowerment. Bring your contribution to a hothouse of creativity, a small self-governed society run by democratic camp meetings, a viable example of the kind of world we are trying to bring about.

We will be learning from other movements, struggling with challenging issues, creating more cohesion in a segmented peace movement and debating nonviolence. Workshops will range from theoretical discussion to practical planning for actions later in the year.

Fifty years of activist experience will be represented, along with fresh faces and new blood.

There will be over 40 sessions, including:

‘Faith-based Resistance’ with Susan Clarkson (Oxford Catholic Worker); ‘Chomsky’s Politics’ with Milan Rai (author of ‘Chomsky’s Politics’ and recipient   

        of Pax Christi’s 2007 Peace Award);
‘Local Anti-Arms Trade Campaigning’ with Nottingham Against Militarism; ‘Strategy Skills’ with Seeds for Change (www.seedsforchange.org.uk ); ‘Libertarian Education’ with David Gribble (author of ‘Real Education:

            Varieties of Freedom’) and Leslie Barson (The Otherwise Club).
…….as well as walks, poetry, games, a play-reading and much, much more!

Fed by local organic fruit and veg (lovingly cooked by the wonderful Veggies of Nottingham), we’re camping in a family-friendly and renewably-powered way from 23rd to 27th July near Faringdon, Oxfordshire, to make the world a better place.

Entrance to the camp costs £15-£50 depending on income. For all the details see www.peacenewscamp.info or contact 0845 458 2564.

With best wishes; do please say if this is too much communication.
David Jenkins

Administrator, Birmingham Justice and Peace Commission
















