Dear Friends, three urgent items for your attention please:
1. None of us can be unaware of the suffering in Gaza and have no doubt formed our own thoughts on supporting those innocent victims of the conflict on both an individual and a Parish basis.

An important statement has been issued on behalf of Archbishop Patrick Kelly by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, and this appears in full below. You will note that he is visiting Bethlehem this week accompanied by our Diocesan Auxiliary Bishop, William Kenney CP, who holds a prominent position on our Diocesan Justice and Peace Commission.
“Everyone I meet at this time speaks with immense sadness of the suffering and destruction taking place in Gaza and the fears of the people in Israel because of rocket attacks. Having visited the Holy Land many times and Gaza once, this sadness reflects my own heart at this time. The conflict has deep roots but the priority now must be the immediate end to all violence. Violence is evil; especially when it blocks humanitarian relief desperately needed. Because the roots are so deep and complex this outburst of violence cries out for such wise and courageous leadership that justice for all those for whom the Holy Land is home is achieved so that all violence is relegated to the past and peace shall be secured for generations to come. 
Because of my brief visit to Gaza and messages from there in recent days I am also very conscious at this time of the small Christian community living in Gaza. The people, religious sisters and parish priest, Fr Manuel, need our prayers as they struggle to witness to the Gospel of Peace. The Church in the Holy Land has a unique vocation and this week Bishop William Kenney CP and I will be travelling to Bethlehem along with bishops from Europe and North America to be in solidarity with the Latin Patriarch and the Local Church through the Holy Land Coordination. This is one of the means by which we seek to stand alongside the Christians living throughout Israel, the West Bank and Gaza. 

The purpose of the Holy Land co-ordination has always been to accompany the Churches in the Holy Land in their fidelity to two God-given tasks: never to be silent in the face of injustice or violence and always to proclaim and live the reconciliation accomplished by our Lord on a hill called Calvary. The situation in Gaza makes this visit of solidarity, above all in prayer, by Bishops from North America and Europe a clear call from the Holy Spirit as we begin 2009. 

I join with the Holy Father and the leaders of the Church in the Holy Land in their prayer for the dead, the injured, the broken hearted, those who mourn and live night and day in fear. We all need the fulfilment of that blessing first entrusted by the Lord God to Moses: 
‘May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord let his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
May the Lord uncover his face to you and bring you peace.’” 

2. An urgent request from Pax Christi in this same context:
Pax Christi is encouraging members and friends to participate in the "Stop the Massacre : Israel Out of Gaza"  National demonstration Saturday 10th January 2009, which starts with speakers in Hyde Park and continues with a march to the Israeli Embassy, High St Kensington, London.   

We  invite members, other Christian or faith groups who wish to join, to gather in silence from 12.15 at the area marked Brook Gate slightly south of Speakers Corner and parallel to Park Lane (looking out for the Pax Christi banner). People can choose to stay together or join those listening to speakers until the move

Weblink:  http://www.streetmap.co.uk/idmap.
3. Do please also remember that Sunday 18th January is Peace Sunday and in preparing for this Pax Christi asks:

· that people of faith set aside time each day to pray for the people of Gaza and Israel and for a ceasefire which will allow time for other responses and voices to be heard.  On 18th January special thoughts and prayers should be offered for the people of Palestine and Israel.  

· that we to speak or write to political and religious leaders expressing concern for what is happening and urging them to use their position and voice to call an immediate halt to Israel’s military assault and Hamas’ rocket attacks on Israel, and work towards the ending of the illegal occupation of Palestine by Israel – at the root of so much of the injustice, fear and anger in the region.

· that we ask people of faith to join together at local and national level, with secular groups, to speak out and act non-violently against the destruction of the people of Gaza and the threats to the civilian population of Israel. 

Prayer for peace in the Holy Land:

Living Lord ignite in us a passion for justice and a yearning to right all wrong.

Strengthen us to work for peace in the land we call holy;

For peace among Jew, Christian and Muslim,

For reconciliation between communities,

For harmony between faiths.

Inspire us to act with the urgency of your quickening fire,

For blessed are the peacemakers, they shall be called the children of God.

Ramani Leathard (Christian Aid)

Visit the Pax Christi website www.paxchristi.org.uk  or ‘phone 0208 203 4884 for full details of activities. 

Please pass this information to anyone whom you know may be interested, and does not receive Emails. If anyone has items to be publicised by the J&P Commission do please let me know.

With best wishes as always,
David Jenkins

Administrator, Birmingham Justice & Peace Commission

