                                   J&P Assembly Saturday 17th October 2009 - Workshop Details
1. House - Home or Asset ?:  Alison Gelder, Chief Executive Officer, Housing Justice

We are in the midst of a housing crisis – made worse by the credit crunch and falling house prices. How have we ended up in a situation where some people have two homes and others have none? What action can we take, as individuals and as parishes, to change and heal the system?

Housing Justice is the national voice of Christian action in the field of housing and homelessness. We exist because we believe that human dignity is challenged by the lack of decent housing. The workshop will draw from the work of Housing Justice and from the work of Birmingham Christian Homelessness Forum around street counts and night shelters.

2. Ethical Investment in Major Corporations:  Barbara Hayes, ECCR (Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibility).

We try to be ethical consumers but we are also connected to major companies through our individual and corporate finances. We'll be exploring these connections and how we can use them to grow justice and peace.
3. Ethical Investment and Local Investors, the place for Credit Unions: Cyril Bezant, Director and President South Birmingham Community 
                                 Credit Union (Trading name CommuniSave) and Mary Mooney, active volunteer with New Way Credit Union, Warwickshire.

We will look at poverty at the local level and suggest solutions for some people.
4. Economics of Military Spending, and Youth Focus: Chris Cole, Director, the Fellowship of Reconciliation
Looking at military spending and the need for ‘conversion’ to real human security rather than military security, including a participatory exercise appropriate for a students.
5. Short term pain and long term hope: George Gelber, Senior Policy Adviser for CAFOD and Abigail McMillan, Diocesan Manager, CAFOD       

                                                                                                                                                                                                               West Midlands.                                                                          

Exploring the economic aspects and widespread impacts of Climate Change at individual and global levels.
          6. The Injustice of Excessive Pay:  Revd. Patrick Gerard, Assistant Curate, St Alphege (CofE), Solihull                   

Executive Pay & the Corporate Culture: how things can go wrong and exploitation can arise, seen from the perspective of personal experience within an international corporation.
7. Just Money: Debt - How Can Churches Make a Difference?:  Liam Purcell, Communications & Supporter Relations Manager, 

                                                                                                                                                                                             Church Action on Poverty.

Explore ways your church can respond to the growing problem of debt – both in providing practical support for those affected, and in speaking out prophetically against the injustice. The workshop will use materials from ‘Just Church’, a free programme which helps churches to embed a concern for poverty and social justice issues in their communal life. 
8. Wealth or Welcome, the true costs of seeking sanctuary: Claire Lawrence, Jesuit Refugee Service (currently relocating to live within 

                                                                                                                                                                                            Birmingham Diocese).

Discussion of the asylum process and the costs in terms of economics, with a volunteer to talk about the personal cost to the people who experience our systems at first hand.  We'll then look at how individuals, groups and parishes can make a difference.
9. What Can I Do About Climate Change?:  Steve Lyne, Activist for Eco-Congregations

Based upon an outline of relevant theology, the origin and activities of Ecocongregations and  thoughts around practical considerations when starting a Green Group in your church. We would like to share your ideas and actual experiences, developing suggestions on things to do, and answering your questions and concerns.

10. The Links between Water and Climate Change: Brie O’Keefe, Campaigns Officer, Progressio

The “Just Add Water” Campaign, focussing on the implications of water shortage in terms of a growing world shortage through climate change, and in particular implications for small farmers needing rainfall for their crops, which in turn feeds their families.

11. Living Fruitfully:  Tom Baxter, Consultant, SHANUSSI.

An approach to current social and economic problems using practical philosophy based on St.Thomas Aquinas and Soren Kierkegaard.
Following a developmental path, we progress in the workshop from exploring prime emotions of Love, Hate, Fear, Hope, Despair, Anger, as we experience these and how we cope with these in our own individual world views. This part looks at mapping our strategies and our problem areas in successfully managing these feelings. Next, we map the prime Virtues of Prudence, Justice, Fortitude, and Temperance, connecting them to our individual lives as well as to international issues. Finally, we present the "Listening Post", a dynamic model for deliberation and decision-making that pulls together all the foregoing aspects.
12. A Practical Response to Need in the Community: Jeremy Ravn, Foodbank Network Manager, The Trussell Trust.                                                                                                                                    
How can Christians and communities respond to their neighbour in need? 

The Trussell Trust, a Christian charity working to alleviate poverty, deprivation and despair in the UK and overseas, has developed the foodbank to provide nutritionally balanced emergency food supplies to people experiencing emotional or financial crisis. This project equips churches to mobilise their communities to meet the immediate needs of their neighbours, and links them with other agencies to provide additional support to break the cycle of poverty, leading to the restoration of dignity and self worth. This is a practical and sustainable type of project that engages all sections of the community and brings with it the opportunity to speak for the poor and bring hope to those in need.

13. Your Money or Your Life?:  David Wetton, Partner, Holistic Leadership.
Exploring the spiritual role of money in our lives. David Wetton is an experienced business and spirituality consultant. He works alongside senior business executives to provide deep listening and hands-on practical support for those with a passion to explore their spiritual leadership journey.

14.  A Pax Christi workshop   Leader: to be advised. 
Pax Christi will offer a workshop looking at different approaches to bringing economic pressure/campaigning to the situation in Palestine-Israel.  What are some of the existing models? Where might we best focus our energy?






