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There is no dichotomy between man and
God's image. Whoever tortures a human
being, whoever abuses a human being,
whoever outrages a human being, abuses
God's image.

Archbishop Oscar Romero
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MEDITATION: FROM A PRISONER'S PERSPECTIVE
(1) A prayer written by Rev. Dr Andrew Song, China, a theologian who
spent many years in prison:
O Lord Jesus, please abide with me, dispel my deep loneliness!
No one can be my companion for ever, but you are the Lord who is
everywhere, present at all times. Only you are my dear companion
and saviour.
In the long dark night, along the silent shadowy pathways, I beg you
to grasp my hand.
When others have forgotten me, please remember me in eternity! In
the name of Jesus.
(2) Psalm of an unknown Brazilian prisoner:
I call on you, Lord, in a time of persecution.
Hear me, God of justice, deliver me from my enemies.
I have been labelled a subversive, and arrested by the military,
torn from among my people, to the terror of the village, of women
and children terrified by the violence of cowardly men.
I have disappeared with those who are called terrorists, in a
headspinning journey, full of threats and humiliations, blows and
questions, thrown among prisoners.
In secrecy and isolation, far from my people and my friends, lost in
time and space, I am abandoned to an unknown fate.
I was a caricature of a man, my eyes blindfolded, my clothing torn,
subject to mockery and oaths, defenceless and vulnerable.
I was a target, exposed to treacherous blows.
From the first moment, they pulled the trigger of their sub-machine
gun to simulate an execution, to make me confess to crimes invented
by my enemies.
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Robbed of all my dignity, with death for close companion, in these
hours of trial, Lord, I was not alone. I knew your presence, you who
are my strength, you who are my hope, you who are my deliverer.
(3) A prayer from Pax Christi:
As we closed our doors this morning, and walked freely through the
church door, other doors slammed behind other people, and they do
not know if or when they will open again: doors in prison cells and
torture chambers; doors separating families, doors in labour camps.
Let us ask Christ, who came to set all men free, to enable us to
experience his freedom, and to bring that freedom to others.
(All the above from Prayers Encircling the World, SPCK 1998)
(4) Extract from a letter written by Terry Waite CBE to supporters of
Emmaus UK, of which he became president soon after his release:
“On November 18th [1991] the people who had been holding me
captive for five years finally decided to let me go. I don't know if you
will remember what happened to me, and to my fellow hostages,
back then but I hope you will spare me a moment to reflect briefly on
my experience.…
“I spent almost all of those five years in solitary confinement, chained
to a wall in a dark cell. Sometimes I was beaten and interrogated but I
think the worst deprivation was going years without any news of my
family, my friends or the outside world. There were times when I felt
so desperately low that I thought the isolation would finally drive me
into total despair.
“But one day, something remarkable happened. One of my guards
came to my cell with a postcard from England. It was addressed to
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"Terry Waite, Beirut" and yet somehow it found me. The very kind
lady who sent it to me had written:
Dear Terry,
You are not forgotten. People everywhere are praying for your
release, and that of the other hostages.
I'm sure you can imagine how this simple message brought me
incredible comfort; it gave me hope. And when you have hope, you
can somehow find the inner strength to cope with the worst of
circumstances and carry on.”
FROM THE COMMITTEE
At the AGM on 28 October the following committee members were
elected: Peter Dixon, Maurice Dyson (Hon Treasurer), Derek Lewis (Hon
Secretary), Audrey Wells (Death Penalty Coordinator), Kevin Burr
(Justice and Peace representative), Benjamin Myers and Morris Johns.
We extend a particular welcome to Mr Morris Johns, who joins us for
the first time. We are also delighted that Mrs Naomi Bowen will
continue to act as minute taker. Finally we can report that the meeting
unanimously approved the motion to incorporate death penalty work
into the objectives of our constitution.
Although attendance for our speaker was disappointingly low Blaire
Andres of the charity Reprieve treated us to a fascinating insight into
the history and practice of execution by lethal injection in the USA. Her
talk was followed by a lively question and answer session with
members. A summary of her talk is included in this newsletter.
NEWS FROM GROUPS AND MEMBERS
St Mark's ACAT group in Cardiff have kindly sent us their annual
report for 2017. An active ecumenical group led by Rebecca Gibbs, they
gather information from various human rights organisations, including
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ACAT-UK, Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW) and Amnesty
International to pray and write letters for victims of torture and other
abuses. At meetings between January 2016 and June 2017 they wrote
over 500 letters and appeals; many others were signed after church
services. In addition they kept track of changes in torture and
persecution legislation, including a reformed legal system in Mexico and
the New York declaration adopted in September 2016 by 193
governments at a UN summit addressing large movements of refugees
and migrants. They also lobby the UK government on issues such as
British complicity in torture in foreign countries, arms sales to Saudi
Arabia and the need to work for the release of Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe
in Iran. The group further recommend the book Pacifism: An
Introductory Perspective, written by Hugh Underhill and published by
the Peace Pledge Union (3rd edition, 1991). Prayer, the unity of
humanity and reverence for life play key roles in the work of this group,
and readers may wish to share with them the following blessing which is
part of a Franciscan benediction used by the Northumbria Community:
May God bless us with anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation
of God's creations so that we may work for justice, freedom, and
peace.
May God bless us with tears to shed for those who suffer pain,
rejection, hunger, and war, so that we may reach out our hands to
comfort them and change their pain into joy.
And may God bless us with just enough foolishness to believe that we
can make a difference in the world, so that we can do what others
claim cannot be done.

THE USE OF LETHAL INJECTION IN U.S. EXECUTIONS
The visiting speaker at the ACAT-UK AGM held on 28 October 2017
was Blaire Andres, a young American lawyer currently based at the
London office of Reprieve, standing in at very short notice for Maya Foa.
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At the start of her career, Blaire worked for a Public Defender’s office
in the state of Oregon, concentrating on cases where poor people were
likely to have their already much diminished life chances circumscribed
further by acquiring a criminal record for apparently trivial
misdemeanours. Then she was defending people’s livelihoods: now she
is defending lives.
Here at Reprieve, Blaire works as a project officer on the Stop the
Lethal Injection campaign. Given that a special item of business at our
AGM in 2017 was to add, as previously approved by the Charity
Commissioners, the abolition of the death penalty to the objects listed
in the constitution of ACAT-UK, this was particularly appropriate timing
for her presentation.
Blaire explained that lethal injection had become the method of
choice for state-sponsored executions in reaction to the grisly image of
the electric chair and other possible techniques. The original idea, it
seemed, had been to demonstrate to officials, family members and
even journalists – the latter having a constitutional right to attend
executions – that an execution was little different from an everyday
surgical operation. The prisoner, strapped to a gurney, would be spotlit
from above, while a series of three injections would be given: the first
to anaesthetise, the second to paralyse, and the third to actually kill
him. The intention was to achieve a quiet death.
In fact the effect of this cocktail of drugs was often far from clinical.
Several prisoners had been documented as suffering horribly over a
long-drawn-out process lasting anything up to 40 minutes or more.
Reasons for this included poorly calculated doses of one or more of the
drugs plus the fact that the injections are normally given by unqualified
personnel, since medical doctors and nurses are extremely reluctant to
get involved in such operations. (Although some still do and are
protected from identification by special secrecy laws passed by
individual American states.)
In 2014, while doing research on the production of these drugs, Maya
Foa, the director of Reprieve, discovered that some were being sold to
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the USA from a London-based company called Dream Pharma, which
used the offices of a driving school as its cover. Maya’s work managed
to get the sale of drugs for executions banned in Britain. The EU
followed suit with a similar ban in 2015.
In the USA one of the tactics used by Reprieve in this context has
been to find out – despite the state secrecy laws, which can sometimes
make this very difficult – the names of the companies there that supply
the lethal drugs. As soon as these names are in the public domain, it
then becomes a matter of reputational damage for the companies
involved. Thus this tactic has helped to build a commercial case against
using the lethal injection approach.
If a state is nevertheless determined to go down this route, then it
can only have recourse to disreputable outfits, which may not supply
full-strength substances, always supposing that there could be an
ethical way to establish what an optimum dosage might be – which of
course there cannot. The back-to-back executions that took place in
Arkansas in April 2017 were justified on the basis that the chemicals to
be employed were about to pass their use-by date, after which they
might no longer be sufficiently effective. This gave rise to national – and
international – condemnation of the state governor’s "conveyor-belt"
approach to justice.
Reprieve is now also seeking to build a financial case against the
death penalty. In the USA, because of all the constitutional safeguards
against a speedy move towards execution, the state is faced with a huge
cost per prisoner – in some cases amounting to more than a million
dollars per inmate of Death Row. Lifetime incarceration would be a
much cheaper option.
Together it is hoped that these two approaches may soon encourage
Americans to re-examine the moral case against the death penalty in
those states – 31 in all – which still allow it.
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"SAFE ACTIVISM" IN IRAN
Safe Activism is the title of a remarkable booklet produced in
2015 by a group of Iranian political and human rights activists, some
in Iran itself although their organisation, United for Iran (U4I), is
based in San Francisco. The authors write:
The purpose of this booklet is to provide current
and future activists in Iran with critical
information on how to minimize the risk of being
arrested, what to do if they are arrested, and how
to mitigate the consequences of incarceration.
This booklet lists key best practices for each stage
of incarceration based on the experiences of over
30 activists in Iran and is premised on the idea
that the more knowledgeable you are in your
activism the better the outcome.
One of the authors, Abbas Hakimzadeh, was jailed three times
between 2007 and 2010, surviving physical and psychological torture
for up to 15 hours each day (he spent 190 days in solitary
confinement). Anticipating a fourth arrest, he fled to Turkey in 2010.
Since then the use of legal instruments to stifle dissidents has
increased. They include the charge of "moharebeh" (waging war
against God), which carries the death penalty and whose definition
ranges from "armed war against the state" to "working to undermine
the Islamic establishment", "cooperating with foreign agents or
entities", taking part in a protest rally, or even criticising the
authorities on Facebook.
The booklet lists basic measures which activists or journalists
can take in order to avoid arrest in the first place, in particular to
minimise incriminating evidence. Examples include not
communicating important information over the telephone, keeping
sensitive documents in a safe place (not in the home) and clearing
homes of illegal items such as drugs, alcohol and banned books or
media. Digital precautions involve memorizing sensitive information,
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varying email addresses for different purposes, encrypting files and
using file shredding software to delete computer files irrevocably;
sensitive information should never be texted and daily schedules or
calendars never recorded (many more measures for preserving digital
security are listed). Leaving a protest meeting — at a university for
instance — in a group is more likely to deter authorities from an
arrest (they don't like witnesses to an arrest). Inviting well known and
respected religious or academic figures to a public event will also
deter individuals from violence and precautions can be taken to avoid
being followed.
Arrest itself can come very quickly or be delayed as the
authorities observe their target. Punishments and penalties are
arbitrary and unpredictable. Individuals fearing imminent arrest
should inform family members, warn trusted friends and ask them to
report an arrest to the media. They are also advised to leave town
and go into hiding, to avoid being alone and to agree simple code
words in advance so that they can secretly inform prison visitors how
they are being treated. Carefully selecting and appointing a good
lawyer beforehand is highly recommended.
After arrest activists are advised on what to expect. The arrest
may involve handcuffs, verbal and physical abuse, blindfolding and
being driven to a location that is not revealed. It is important to keep
calm and avoid antagonising arresting officers, who often know little
of the evidence or reason for the arrest. Although violence is not
employed in all cases during detention it helps to be prepared for it.
The mechanics of admission to a detention centre are described, viz.
usually a health check-up, formal charging with an offence, what is
supplied and what must be purchased, etc. It is important to be
aware of the distinction between prison guards and interrogators and
there is special advice for women, who are recommended to be
particularly careful when interacting with guards.
Common tactics employed by interrogators are threats of
physical harm and of arrests of family members, alongside sexual
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assault and even random acts of kindness. Victims are advised not to
incriminate others when "confessing", to provide vague answers, and,
in order to prevent interrogators from falsifying written confessions
(increasingly used without supporting evidence to ensure
convictions), to number and date each page and cross out all blank
spaces. Writing illegibly and scratching out words can also make a
confession inadmissible in court. A significant part of the booklet is
devoted to preparing prisoners for solitary confinement, a common
method for breaking detainees which is often accompanied by
exposure to extreme temperatures or to constant light and which
leads to loss of appetite, insomnia, hallucinations, disorientation and
feelings of helplessness. Exercise, meditation, positive thoughts and
cleaning the cell can help stave off insanity. Generally Iranian
interrogators now rely on so-called "white torture" — on the one
hand relatively low levels of direct physical violence but on the other
solitary confinement and psychological pressure and the inducing of
fear through sounds such as screams and howls from nearby cells. At
the same time the booklet provides exhaustive advice and tactics on
how to respond to a prolonged interrogation and manage, as far as
possible, harsh torture — recommendations which are too detailed to
describe here. Guidance is also given on how to react to the probable
request to become an informant. This usually occurs towards the end
of an interrogation but the wisest response is to refuse, if only
because it only leads to further pressure and control in the future.
Since even the most careful activists are caught and imprisoned,
it is vital to be aware of the post-release consequences of
incarceration, both personal (developing PTSD, sleeping badly and
feeling both guilty and betrayed while others have moved on in their
lives), and in terms of effects on family members. Positive strategies
include maintaining social contact, talking with others and actively
pursuing pleasurable activities. While media attention can be helpful
and protective, it is important in Iran to exploit internal government
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conflicts and take care not to provoke rival forces through
unnecessary public statements.
The above only touches on the comprehensive and often
moving topics in this booklet, which is available online and can be
downloaded from https://united4iran.org/safeactivism. While the
booklet is not the only source of advice on how to manage torture, it
appears to be one of the most exhaustive and is firmly rooted in
practical experience. Material and advice from other sources is often
derived, directly or indirectly, from the military or intelligence
community, which trains its members to withstand torture and, in
some cases, draws from historical experience of using it. Some argue
that you cannot train for the ordeal. The Singapore-based Institute of
Defence and Strategic Studies provides a summary of the issues:
(https://rsismilitarystudies.wordpress.com/2009/12/11/5-mythsabout-torture-and-truth/).

NEWS IN BRIEF
41 prisoners are still being held in Guantanamo Bay, of whom 26 are
"forever prisoners", never to be released. At least four have been on
hunger strike since 2013 and it is feared that doctors have stopped
force-feeding and monitoring them (The Guardian 14.10.2017). One of
the hunger strikers has claimed "They apparently don't mind if people
die because of the injustice here, because they figure nobody cares
about Guantanamo anymore, and nobody will notice" (from Reprieve).
Declassified documents held by the US Pentagon and CIA contain
disturbing revelations on the use of torture ("enhanced interrogation
techniques") in a secret prison (named Cobalt) near Kabul in
Afghanistan in 2002. The spotlight falls on two psychologists who were
contracted to design the torture techniques. Further details may be
included in our next newsletter, but the report, which is published
online, can be found at: https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng11

interactive/2017/oct/09/cia-torture-black-site-enhancedinterrogation?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other.
On 10 October 2017 the UK High Court ruled that hundreds of victims
of torture have been wrongly locked up in immigration detention
centres as a result of the Home Office "Adults at Risk" policy (2016)
which redefined torture as referring only to abuse carried out by a state
and its agents. Victims of terrorists, traffickers or other non-government
forces could be detained, even where medical evidence proves they
have been subjected to violence. The judgment condemned the policy
as lacking "rational or evidence base", treating victims differently simply
on the basis of who their torturer was.
In July/August 2017 the United Nations Committee against Torture
(UNCAT) concluded its periodic report on Ireland. In a generally positive
picture UNCAT noted that very few criminal proceedings had been
launched in respect to historical sexual abuses of children at residential
industrial schools and reformatories. Nor had full investigations been
carried out and reparations made in cases involving the Magdalene
Laundries
and
mother
and
baby
homes
(see
https://www.pila.ie/resources/bulletin/2017/08/16/un-committeeagainst-torture-publishes-second-periodic-report-on-ireland).
UPDATE ON APPEALS
Several members received an official response to their appeal on
behalf of Aleksandr Rafalsky in the Ukraine, who was sentenced in 2004
to life imprisonment following an unfair trial and probable torture for a
crime for which he has always proclaimed his innocence (SeptemberNovember 2017 newsletter). The response, from the Office of the
General Prosecutor of Ukraine, was in Ukrainian and could not be read
by most members. We therefore provide the following translation:
I am reporting that according to the requirements of Article 5 of the
Law of Ukraine, "On Citizens Appeal", a written application is sent by
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post or transmitted by a citizen to the appropriate authority/institution
personally or through a person authorized by him, whose powers are
issued in accordance with the Legislative Guide.
Article 16 of this Law provides for the right of citizens to file
complaints in the interests of other persons solely in the presence of
authorized individuals in accordance with the procedure established by
law.
Since the relevant documents have not been provided, your appeal in
favour of Rafalsky O.A. is returned without consideration.
The reply appears to dodge the issue by recourse to bureaucratic
procedure and one can only imagine the difficulties faced by Aleksandr's
family in their efforts to achieve some sort of justice for him. In fact
Aleksandr died in prison in October 2016 in circumstances which have
yet to be clarified or investigated. Although the Ukrainian human rights
group KHPG reported the death in April 2017, the news did not reach
ACAT until late August, after our appeal had gone to print. Remarkably
the official response above makes no mention of his death. The
following is adapted from the original KHPG report (available at:
http://khpg.org/en/index.php?id=1491050982), reproduced here in
recognition of the many years which Oswestry ACAT group devoted to
this case:
A Kiev court has ordered that the investigation into the sudden death
in a Kiev cell of Oleksandr Rafalsky be resumed. It is important that
questions raised at the time of his death about bodily injuries and the
actual cause of the 46-year-old's death are finally answered. They are
only some of the questions, however, since Rafalsky had spent 15 years
in prison despite the lack of any evidence or motive to justify his life
sentence and compelling grounds for assuming that any confessions in
the case had been extracted through torture. He himself never signed
any "confession" and continued to assert his innocence. Rafalsky died in
the night of October 20, 2016 in the Lukyanivsk remand prison in Kyiv.
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He had been held there for over a year and a half in connection with two
criminal prosecutions over torture and fabricating criminal cases in
which he had victim status. Shortly after his death, the justice ministry
informed Radio Svoboda that an autopsy had concluded that Rafalsky
died of “a fulminant complication of an existing chronic illness of the
cardiovascular system”.
Tamara Rafalska was not convinced that a proper investigation was
carried out. She told the Shevchenkivsk District Court in Kyiv on March
29 that there were huge discrepancies in the reports and that the
investigators had not questioned all witnesses. She believes that the real
cause of death may not have been identified, and notes that the autopsy
found medication in his body that can, in larger doses, prove fatal.
According to Andriy Didenko from the Kharkiv Human Rights Group,
there were also bodily injuries with the lawyers' questions as to how
these had arisen, remaining unanswered. The judge revoked the
decision to terminate the investigation, and the case is to be returned
for new review, with this making it possible to get a new forensic
assessment. It is to be hoped that this time the investigation is carried
out properly since all material in the case is being sent to the European
Court of Human Rights to be added to the case already awaiting
consideration.
Rafalsky's case is widely known among international bodies
monitoring the use of torture in Ukraine, as well as by rights NGOs. His
conviction was among the 10 most dubious cited in calls on
parliamentarians to at long last adopt draft bill №2033а. This bill would
provide life prisoners whose sentences were based on testimony
extracted through torture or similar the chance for a judicial review. No
guarantees of release, no easy "pardon", simply the chance of justice, of
a proper assessment of the case.
Rafalsky in June 2001 had just turned 30. He was involved in business
with his parents, who were building a shopping centre in Tetiyiv [Kyiv
oblast]. Rafalsky had started receiving phone calls, threatening him and
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telling him to leave Tetiyiv. He had his car tyres slashed and then the car
itself was stolen. Two months before Rafalsky's arrest, four bodies and
some severed hands were discovered in a field. The prosecution claimed
to have established the identity of the four people. They asserted that
the four men arrested had dismembered them in the construction site
where the shopping centre was to be built. There were no traces at all to
back this, and the other problems with this version were even greater.
The people they named did not correspond to the gruesome find. For
example, two of the women allegedly murdered had had their appendix
out, however none of the bodies did. The forensic scientists had said that
one of the victims was a young boy, yet the prosecution identified him as
a 38-year-old man. There are witnesses who have confirmed seeing one
of the victims two years after her alleged murder. The prosecutors stuck
to their story regardless. Rights activists who were following the case
believe that the plan was to put Rafalsky behind bars and keep him
there. After his arrest, his mother came under serious pressure to sell the
location, with the argument presented being that nobody would want it
because of the murders whose link with the place had never been
proven.
On June 13, 2001 the police appeared at Rafalsky's home. No arrest
warrant was provided, nor any explanation. He was held without any
registration of the detention for 12 days, until June 25. Not only were no
charges laid, but for part of that period he was held in a temporary
holding centre for vagrants. The police, who had detained him in his own
home, claimed him to be an "unidentified person". After his first
encounter with these officers, he needed to be taken to hospital where
two doctors found an injury to the head and multiple injuries to the
back. He was constantly moved about, and given no access to his lawyer
or family. Rafalsky was only informed on June 25 that he had been
detained on suspicion of murder. He was brought before a court only the
next day, and convicted of the murders on June 30, 2004. No real
investigation was ever carried out although there is a forensic report
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from July 19, 2001 which said it could not exclude the use of torture and
detailed considerable number of injuries.
In September 2001 the Prosecutor General's Office refused to initiate
proceedings, claiming that the only time Rafalsky had been manhandled
was to restrain him when he allegedly tried to flee on June 13. He was
supposed to have tried to get away through a ventilation hole which a
human being could not have got through, suggesting that the PGO had
not even checked the police story. In his own account of the torture
methods applied, Rafalsky described being beaten, having electric
shocks applied, being shot at with blank bullets and forced to dig his
own grave in mock executions. The judge ignored the compelling
evidence of torture, the retractions of testimony by those defendants
who had signed what was demanded, and even the evidence that at
least one of the alleged victims was still alive.
Four men were convicted of murder: Rafalsky, Viacheslav Baranovsky,
Stepan Chernak and Volodymyr Kharchenko. Only Baranovsky is alive.
Ukraine's legislators still have a chance to end the injustice in his case,
and that of many other life prisoners whose convictions arouse concern.
[…]
ACAT has featured numerous appeals on Myanmar (Burma) and has
reported on the role of Aung Sun Suu Kyi in relation to the current
persecution of the Rohingya people (June-August 2017 newsletter). In
September Archbishop Desmond Tutu, a patron of ACAT-UK, publicly
called on Aung Sun Suu Kyi to intervene against the "unfolding horror"
and "ethnic cleansing" engulfing the region. Describing himself as
"elderly, decrepit and formally retired", the archbishop nevertheless felt
compelled to break his "vow to remain silent on public affairs out of
profound sadness" and to speak out against the woman he admired and
considered "a dearly beloved sister". The position of Aung Sun Suu Kyi
in Myanmar and the possible motives for her refusal to oppose the
persecutions were discussed in our June-August report. In a recent
media interview (28 September 2017) Kevin Rudd, former Prime
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Minister of Australia and current president of the Asia Society Policy
Institute, highlighted the fragility of her role vis-à-vis the military in
Myanmar, which could easily exploit her pronouncements to remove
her in a coup and reverse the moves towards democracy and greater
human
rights
that
have
been
achieved
so
far
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05hfwz5). In October Aung Sun
Suu Kyi announced plans to set up a civilian organisation with foreign
aid in order to assist the Rohingya refugees in resettling in Rakhine
state. The Burmese military also announced an investigation into the
conduct of its soldiers.
Appeals on behalf of Khaing Myo Htun (Myanmar, SeptemberNovember 2017 newsletter) produced several responses from the UK
Burmese embassy. These claim that Mr Htun was unable to provide
"strong proof or documents" of his claims of injustices in Rakhine
province and remains in detention arrest after being charged with
"defamation". The response appears remarkable in the light of the
recent and widely reported exodus of thousands of refugees fleeing
violent persecution in the region.
After writing on behalf of Mohammed Ramadan, who is facing
execution in Bahrain (September-November 2017 newsletter), several
members have notified us of a response from the UK Minister of State
in the Foreign Office stating that Britain is encouraging Bahrain to
ensure that its official investigation into the case will be "swift and
thorough". The UK supports "Bahraini-led reform through a package of
technical assistance" and notes that it has been working with the
authorities there "to share best practice on torture prevention
measures". ACAT member Barry Wilson received a sympathetic reply on
this case from his local MP, Peter Kyle, who is pressing the Foreign
Secretary to reveal when the findings of the visit to the UK by Bahrain's
Office of the Ombudsman for the Ministry of the Interior (which took
place in 2013!) will be published.
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In a response to an appeal by Stephanie Jefford on behalf of Nabeel
Rajab in Bahrain (September-November 2016 newsletter) the UK
Foreign Office expressed its "concern in relation to Mr Rajab's arrest"
and stated that it was continuing to monitor his case, which it has
"raised […] with the Bahraini authorities at senior levels" (August 2017).
The response reiterates a previous position and does not address the
specific issues of harassment for human rights work, his poor detention
conditions and failing health.
A reply was also received in September 2017 by Kieran Proffer
concerning the journalist Mehman Huseynov in Azerbaijan (March-May
2017 newsletter). Huseynov had long been targeted and intimidated for
exposing official corruption. The Azeri authorities initially responded to
the appeal in March 2017 (reported in the June-August 2017
newsletter). While authorities refused to conduct a credible
investigation into Huseynov's torture allegations, the chief of police in
the Nasimi district of Baku brought a criminal lawsuit against him for
defamation. Re-arrested in March Huseynov was found guilty and
sentenced to two years in prison. The most recent response to the ACAT
appeal details the "offences" he is alleged to have committed and
reports that the appeal has been sent to the Sabail District Prosecutor,
who "is conducting procedural guidance on the primary investigation, in
accordance with the requirements of the Criminal Procedure Code".
Huseynov's plight remains a cause of serious concern.
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, currently serving a five-year prison
sentence in Iran and first featured in the September-November 2016
newsletter), is now threatened with 16 more years in gaol. In October
2017 the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) brought new
charges against her, this time of joining organisations working to
overthrow the government, based on her charity work for the BBC and
Reuters. In court she faced the judge with no lawyer present: her first
lawyer is being prosecuted for defending her and a second one could
speak with her only by telephone. Physically and emotionally very ill,
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she had to crawl to the table in court to sign the charge sheet. Her
family in Iran has paid over $9,000 (US) in bail to keep her out of solitary
confinement and her UK family's MP, Tulip Siddiq, has urged the British
government to call for her immediate release. The government has
been accused of adopting a "softly softly" approach to Iran and of
focussing on concluding business deals such as the $720 million contract
between a UK company and the Iranian Ministry of Energy to develop a
new solar farm in Iran (September 2017). In response to appeals by
ACAT members, UK officials and ministers maintain that they continue
to "raise our strong concerns" with the Iranians. Experience with
appeals in countries such as Myanmar and Bahrain also suggests that
the British government believes that co-operative engagement on
human rights and supporting moderate elements in these states is more
productive than direct confrontation.
Good news, however, is that Christian prisoner of faith Yklas
Kabduakasov, who featured in our 2016 Christmas Greetings campaign,
was released from prison in Kazakhstan on 2 October 2017. A convert
from Islam, he was arrested in August 2015 and sent to a labour camp
for "inciting religious hatred". An appeal in November 2016 was
refused. By early 2017 he was receiving up to 150 letters a day from
well-wishers across the world. He returns home to his wife, children and
a baby born after he was arrested.
APPEALS
Please send an appeal on behalf of Germain Rukuki, Burundi
The Burundian defender of human
rights Germain Rukuki has been in prison
since 13 July 2017. He has been involved
in a number of human rights
organisations, including ACAT-Burundi,
which was forced by the Interior Ministry
to cease activities from November 2015.
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Since then Germain has been working for other NGOs, including
Njabutsa Tujane, which aims to promote health and end hunger and
poverty among Burundians, and the AJCB (Association of Catholic Jurists
of Burundi (AJCB). In July 2017 Mr Rukuki was seized by secret service
personnel from the SNR (Service National de Renseignement) at his
home in the capital Bujumbura. No arrest warrant was produced.
During raids of his house and the AJCB office, computers were
confiscated without legal cause. At first he was held by the SNR and,
with no lawyer present, underwent several interrogations. No family
members were allowed to visit him. Mr Rukuki was finally transferred to
Ngozi Prison on 26 July, which is notorious for the confinement and
torture of political prisoners. Up to then he had appeared before no
judge and had no idea of the charges against him. On 1 August a first
hearing took place in Ngozi before an assistant general state prosecutor
recently involved in dealing with cases relating to the attempted
military coup back in May 2015. Mr Rukuki is charged with continuing to
work for ACAT-Burundi despite the ministerial order to close it down.
He is also accused of having taken part in the attempted coup of 2015
and of helping to compile reports directed against the country's
institutions. Mr Rukuki has rejected all charges and emphasised that he
was active on behalf of ACAT-Burundi only while this still enjoyed legal
status and that he was now working for an AJCB project in cooperation
with another human rights organisation. On 17 August the court of
Ntahangwa decreed that Germain should remain in investigatory
detention, while accusing him of “damaging the internal security of the
state” and “rebellion”. Members of ACAT-Burundi who have remained
in the country (many have fled) are regularly subjected to dirty tricks by
the authorities.
Please send a message to:
Son Excellence Pierre Nkurunziza, President de la Republique
Boulevard de l'Uprona, Rohero 1
BP 1870, Bujumbura, Burundi
Salutation: Dear President
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And/or to:
Embassy of Burundi
Uganda House, 2nd Floor
58-59 Trafalgar Square
London WC2N 5DX
Email: info@burundiembassy.org.uk
Salutation: Dear Ambassador
Suggested message:
Salutation,
Reports from ACAT-Germany regarding the arrest of human rights
defender Germain Rukuki are causing me great concern.
Mr Rukuki was recently active on behalf of the Association des
juristes catholiques du Burundi (AJCB) and is chairman of the aid
organisation Njabutsa Tujane. He was involved in the work of ACATBurundi until November 2015 when it was forced to close by order of
the Interior Ministry. On the morning of 13 July 2017 Mr Rukuki was
seized by the Service National de Renseignement (SNR) in Bujumbura.
No arrest warrant was produced. He had to undergo several SNR
interrogations without legal support. Eventually Mr Rukuki was
transferred on 26 July to Ngozi Prison. Since August 2017 hearings by
the assistant state prosecutor in Ngozi have taken place. The charges
against Mr Rukuki are “injury to the internal security of the state” and
“rebellion”.
I fear that these charges and his imprisonment will hamper Mr
Rukuki's work for human rights. Therefore, Mr President, I beseech you
to:
 Protect Mr Rukuki's physical and psychological integrity and
allow him unfettered access to lawyers, doctors and family
members;
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 Release this defender of human rights without delay, without
constraint and with permanent effect;
 Ensure that all defenders of human rights in Burundi are able to
carry out their valuable work without restrictions, threats or
reprisals via the justice system.
Yours sincerely

Please send an appeal requesting an end to the death penalty in
Belarus
On 10 October 2017, the 15th World Day Against the
Death Penalty aimed to raise awareness about the
reasons why people living in poverty are at a greater
risk of being sentenced to death and executed. The
death penalty is used discriminatorily, often against
the most vulnerable people and should be abolished.
In April 2016 Belarus resumed executing prisoners.

Please send an appeal to:
President Alexander Lukashenko
Office of the President
43 Kirova Street, Minsk, Belarus
Salutation: Dear President
And/or to:
Embassy of the Republic of Belarus
6 Kensington Court,
London W8 5DL
Salutation: Dear Ambassador
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Suggested message:
Salutation,
On the occasion of the 15th World Day Against the Death Penalty, I
should like to draw your attention to the discriminatory nature of this
punishment. The death penalty and poverty are inextricably linked.
Across the world disproportionately more poor people are affected by
the death penalty. Article 26 of the International Pact for Civil and
Political Rights – ratified by Belarus – runs as follows: “All people are
equal before the law and can claim without discrimination the same
protection through the law.” This article also stipulates protection
against discrimination on grounds of “nationality, social class, wealth,
birth or any other kind of status”.
It is therefore with regret that I have learned, via ACAT-Germany, that
after a hiatus of 18 months Belarus has again, since April 2016, been
executing prisoners. It is of course the right and duty of every state to
punish crime. However, I regard the death penalty as a cruel, inhumane
and humiliating procedure. It has never been convincingly shown that
the death penalty is more effective than other punishments at deterring
crime.
Hence I appeal to you, Mr President, to:
 Stay all executions by means of a moratorium, and repeal all
existing death sentences;
 Bring the conditions of imprisonment for prisoners on Death
Row into line with the minimum provisions laid down by the
United Nations for the treatment of prisoners, and allow
prisoners, even those on Death Row, unlimited access to family
members, doctors and lawyers;
 Ensure fair trials and the right to effective legal support;
 Abolish the death penalty for all crimes.
Yours sincerely
[Thanks to ACAT-Germany for the source material for these appeals.]
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS CAMPAIGN 2017-18
For this campaign we suggest that you write a simple card or greeting to
the individual saying, for instance, that you are thinking of him/her
and/or perhaps urging them not to lose hope (or words to that effect).
A picture postcard is always welcome and cheapest to send. You can
include your name and address (if you wish) but do not mention ACAT
or include a religious greeting if so advised, as communication from a
foreign organisation can endanger the prisoner and lead to harsher
sentences. Several individuals featured in our last Christmas Campaign
have been released. Sadly others are still in prison and it is important
not to forget them. As usual, we include a selection of human rights
groups.
GROUPS
UNITED FOR IRAN is an independent nonprofit US-based group working for civil
liberties in Iran. They aim to improve human
rights conditions there, increase the
capacity of civil society, and engage citizens
through technology. Activities include a
Prison Atlas of Iran with 2000+ records and
they run campaigns to put pressure on Iran
to spare lives, release prisoners and stop unjust prosecutions. United
for Iran does not publicise a physical address but internet users are
invited to contact them and "like" them on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/United4IranFB/.

KHPG assists individuals in the Ukraine
whose rights have been infringed. It
monitors and investigates human rights
violations and also promotes education
and legal awareness in the country.
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Monitoring human rights in the Ukraine since 1995, it has around 50
members and renders free legal aid to more than 200 victims of torture
and ill-treatment each year. Please send your greeting to:
KHPG
27 Ivanova St., Apt. 4, 61002, Kharkiv, Ukraine
or to:
POB 10430, 61002 Kharkiv
Ukraine
Email: khpg@ukr.net
Website: http://khpg.org/en/.

THE TASK FORCE DETAINEES OF THE
PHILIPPINES (TFDP) is a non-profit, national
organization which documents human rights
violations, assists victims and their families
in their material and legal needs, and
conducts human rights education work.
Formed in 1974 by the Association of Major Religious Superiors in the
Philippines, TFDP runs campaigns against torture and for the release of
political prisoners. Send a simple message, sign your name and give
your address.
National Center (TFDP)
45 Saint Mary Street
Cubao
Quezon City
Manila
The Philippines
Email on website: http://www.tfdp.net/about-us/staff-directory.
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The COMISSÃO PASTORAL DA TERRA (CPT) or
Pastoral Land Commission was founded in 1975
by bishops and prelates of the Amazon during a
military dictatorship in order to respond to the
needs of indigenous rural workers in Brazil who
were exploited as slave labour and expelled
from the lands they occupied. Now ecumenically orientated, it helps
with land disputes and works with those released from slavery on cattle
ranches and in charcoal and logging businesses. Send a simple message,
sign your name and give your address.
Comissão Pastoral da Terra (CPT)
Secretaria Nacional
Rua 19, nº 35, 1º andar, Edifício Dom Abel
Centro - Goiânia
Goiás
CEP 74030-090, Brazil
Email: comunicacao@cptnacional.org.br OR cpt@cptnacional.org.br
Website: www.cptnacional.org.br.
LAWYERS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS & LEGAL AID
(LHRLA) meets the demands of those who
cannot afford the expenses of litigation, mainly
large numbers of destitute women and
children, in Pakistan. It provides resources for
preventive and remedial legal help to combat
child abuse, trafficking in children and women,
and sexual harassment. An offshoot of LHRLA is Madadgaar, Pakistan's
first helpline for women and children experiencing violence, abuse and
exploitation, illegal detention, rape and torture. LHRLA takes on all
human rights violation cases, including the dissolution of marriage and
child custody arrangements, and works for reform of the juvenile justice
system and prisons. Send a simple, non-religious message, sign your
name and give your address.
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LAWYERS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS & LEGAL AID (LHRLA)
Opp. Sindh Assembly Building, Court Road, Karachi-74200, Pakistan.
Email: lhrla@fascom.com OR madadgaar@cyber.net.pk.
Founded by Jesuits in 1988 the CENTRO DE
DERECHOS HUMANOS MIGUEL AGUSTÍN PRO
JUÁREZ defends and promotes respect for human
rights in Mexico. It has achieved the liberation of
numerous prisoners of conscience through the
successful legal defence of emblematic cases of
human rights violations, including torture, arbitrary detention, and
fabrication of evidence. Alongside working for reforms in Mexico's
judicial and security system, it assists vulnerable communities in
defending their land rights. Members receive constant death threats.
Send a simple message, sign your name and give your address.
Centro de Derechos Humanos Miguel Agustín Pro Juárez
Serapio Rendón 57-B
Col. San Rafael, México D.F.
Mexico
http://www.centroprodh.org.mx

The COMITÉ DE FAMILIARES DE DETENIDOS DESAPARECIDOS EN
HONDURAS (COFADEH) or Committee of Relatives of the Disappeared
in Honduras was founded in 1982 and is one of the country's main
human rights organizations. Its symbol is a dove. As well as keeping
alive the memory of victims of the enforced disappearances of the
1980s it seeks justice for current human rights abuses and combats the
culture of silence and impunity behind which perpetrators hide. Its
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workers are at risk of harassment and violence, receive death threats,
and female members have been threatened with sexual violence. Send
a simple message, sign your name and give your address.
Comité de Familiares de Detenidos Desaparecidos en Honduras
(COFADEH)
Barrio la Plazuela
avenida Cervantes, casa 1301
Tegucigalpa, Honduras
Email: cofadeh@sdnhon.org.hn
Website: www.cofadeh.org.
WOZA (Women of Zimbabwe
Arise) is an Ndebele word
meaning "come forward". With a
current membership of over
75,000 women and men, WOZA was formed in 2003 as a non-violent
civic movement to provide women with a united voice to speak out on
issues affecting their day-to-day lives, originally in the face of
harassment, arrest and beatings by the police. Since 2003 over 3,000
women and men have spent time in police custody, many more than
once and most for 48 hours or more. They continue to endure beatings
and unbearable conditions in prison cells in their efforts to exercise
their constitutional rights and fundamental freedoms. Send a simple
message, sign your name and give your address.
WOZA
P.O. Box FM 701, Famona
Bulawayo
Zimbabwe
Email: peoplescharter@wozazimbabwe.org
Website: www.wozazimbabwe.org.
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B'TSELEM, the Israeli Information Center for
Human Rights in the Occupied Territories, was
established in 1989 by a group of prominent
academics, attorneys, journalists, and Knesset
members. It endeavours to document and
educate the Israeli public and policymakers about
human rights violations in the Occupied Territories, combat the
phenomenon of denial prevalent among the Israeli public, and help
create a human rights culture in Israel. B'Tselem in Hebrew means "in
the image of" and is based on Genesis 1:27: "And God created human
beings in his image". It is also used as a synonym for human dignity.
Send a simple, non-religious message, sign your name and give your
address.
B'Tselem
P.O. Box 53132
Jerusalem 9153002, Israel
Email: mail@btselem.org
Website: www.btselem.org.
The Bahrain Centre for Human Rights (BCHR) is a
non-profit,
non-governmental
organization,
registered with the Bahraini Ministry of Labour and
Social Services since July 2002. Despite an order by
the Bahraini authorities in November 2004 to close,
the BCHR is still functioning after gaining wide local
and international support for its struggle to promote human rights in
Bahrain. Send a simple, non-religious message, sign your name and give
your address.
International Office BCHR
Dronningensgade 14, 1420 København K, Denmark
Website: www.bahrainrights.org.
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INDIVIDUALS
Bakhrom Kholmatov, Tajikistan
As part of a harassment campaign of his local
Protestant
Church
group,
Bakhrom
Kholmatov was arrested and sentenced in
July 2017 to three years in prison for
"extremism". Church members have been
beaten and insulted and informed that the
intention is to close down churches in
Tajikistan and confiscate their buildings.
Bakhrom's family have been threatened and
ordered to remain silent about the case, the court and his condition in
prison. Please send a non-religious card or greeting to the following
latest known address. Do not mention ACAT.
Tyurma Yavan
Ulitsa Shamsova
735 Yavan
Khatlon Oblast
Tajikistan
Hadi Asgari and Amin Afshar Naderi, Iran
Christians Hadi Asgari and Amin Afshar Naderi, were
arrested in August 2016 and sentenced in July 2017
to 10 years imprisonment for "violating national
security and promoting Christianity" (Amin received
an extra 5 years for blasphemy). During detention
both went on hunger strike. Amin became seriously
ill in solitary confinement for 3 months and Hadi
suffered from an untreated kidney infection. Others
arrested have been released after paying up to $30,000-$60,000 dollars
and many Christians have their assets seized after being pressurised to
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leave the country. Send a (non-religious) greeting/card to the prisoners
at the address below. Do not mention ACAT or any other foreign
organisation.
Evin Prison
Saadat Abad
Tehran
Islamic Republic of Iran
Yang Hua (aka Li Guozhi), China.
When Yang Hua's wife, Wang
Hongwu, came to pick him up on 20
December 2015, from the detention
centre in China where he had been
held since 9 December for his
involvement with the Living Stone
Church (also known as Huoshi Church), she witnessed him being thrown
into an unmarked van. He is a third-generation pastor and has been
detained before. His father was gaoled in the late 1960s for his Christian
faith and the authorities continue to pressure the church to join the
government-sanctioned Three-Self Movement or face destruction.
Members are monitored, interrogated, and prohibited from attending
prayer groups. In January 2016 he was accused of "divulging state
secrets" but given no trial date. When finally allowed to visit him, his
family and lawyer observed his poor health and harsh treatment. More
recently Yang Hua reported that government prosecutors have
threatened his life, along with those of his wife and children, and
stomped on his feet in an effort to force his cooperation. One of the
prosecutors told him, "I am a torture expert. I know how to beat you up
without leaving a mark on your body for people to see. Doctors won't
be able to diagnose you. Even you won't know what you died of". Please
send a (non-religious) card with your name and address if you wish but
do not mention ACAT.
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Li Guozhi
#1-3 North
Nanming Detention House
Wangchengpo, Chaoyangdong Road
Guiyang City, Guizhou Province
People's Republic of China
Ebrahim Firouzi, Iran
A Christian convert from Islam, Ebrahim Firouzi has
been in and out of prison in Iran since 2011, and
although he was due to be released in January 2015,
authorities retried him and extended his sentence by
five years. He was first arrested in January 2011. After
interrogation and incommunicado detention for 154
days, he was conditionally released, which in Iran means that the
authorities can re-arrest you at any time to complete your sentence. In
March 2013 he was arrested again and held for 53 days. On 13 July 2013
a court sentenced him to one year in prison following two years of exile
for propagandizing against the Islamic regime of Iran, organizing
evangelistic activities, contacting foreigners and anti-Islamic
revolutionary networks, and administering a Christian website. In
August 2013 while on short leave from prison Ebrahim was arrested
once more and accused of spying. He was held in Evin Prison in Tehran
until October 2014 before transfer to Rajai Shahr Prison near Karaj. Due
for release on 13 January 2015, he was kept in detention, retried in
March 2015 and charged with "acting against national security,
gathering, and collusion". He was sentenced to five years in prison. Send
a card (non-religious), with your name and address if you wish, but do
not mention ACAT.
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Ebrahim Firouzi
Rajai Shahr Prison
Karaj City, Albourz State
Iran
Dr. Kiflu Gebremeskel, Eritrea
Dr. Kiflu Gebremeskel, a leading figure of the Full
Gospel Church of Eritrea, was arrested on 23 May
2004 at his home in Asmara Gejeret. Dr.
Gebremeskel was a mathematics lecturer and
department and faculty head at the University of
Asmara until 1999, when he became a full-time
pastor at the Southwest Full Gospel Church. His wife and four children
have not been able to visit him. About 2,000 Eritrean Christians are
believed to be under arrest because of their religious beliefs, being held
in police stations, military camps and prisons in 12 known locations
across Eritrea, although some were released after signing a pledge to
stop attending religious services. The Eritrean government began
forcibly closing evangelical Protestant churches in 2002. It has not
allowed any of the independent Protestant churches to register and
reopen, even though 11 have applied to do so. Dr. Gebremeskel is one
of 28 clergymen in detention, including Kidane Weldou (see below) and
Haile Nayzgi. Gaoled Protestants are routinely subjected to physical
beatings and severe psychological pressure to deny their religious
beliefs. Police and military authorities continue to demand the prisoners
return to one of the three Christian denominations recognized by the
government — the nation's historic Orthodox, Catholic and Lutheran
churches — although even these have incurred government disfavour,
experiencing threats from police and security and imprisonment of
members. Send a card (non-religious) with your name and address if
you wish. Do not mention ACAT.
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Dr. Kiflu Gebremeskel
Karsheli Prison
2nd Police Station Zone 7 Northern East
Zoba Maakel
Asmara, Eritrea

Pastor Kidane Weldou, Eritrea
Pastor Kidane Weldou disappeared in 2005 and is
presumably detained by Eritrean security forces in
Karsheli prison. He is a senior pastor of the Full
Gospel Church and has been a leader in the church
for many years. For several days his family, including
wife and four daughters, were unable to learn of his
whereabouts. Pastor Weldou is also a member of the executive
committee of Gideons International in Eritrea. On 19 February 2005 a
group of Sunday school teachers and students were arrested and
detained by police after a raid on the Medhane Alem Orthodox Church
in Asmara. They were later released. According to Compass Direct the
pastors of the banned Protestant churches were ordered not to inform
anyone outside Eritrea of their problems. These pastors rejected this
advice and reported what was happening to the outside world. Some of
those arrested were being held in metal shipping containers. Please
send a card (non-religious). You may include your name and address if
you wish but do not mention ACAT.
Kidane Weldou
Karsheli Prison
2nd Police Station Zone 7 Northern East
Zoba Maakel
Asmara, Eritrea
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Mahmoud Abu Zeid (Shawkan), Egypt
Photojournalist Mahmoud Abu Zeid (aka Shawkan),
was covering a sit-in on 14 August 2013 in Cairo when
security forces, police and tanks swept in, using
bullets and tear gas. When the police found out
Shawkan was a journalist, they arrested him, tied his
hands together with plastic cables that cut through
his skin, and beat him. Up to a thousand people were killed on that day
across Egypt and Shawkan was among hundreds arrested. He has now
been detained without charge for over three years, in contravention of
Egyptian law. He has hepatitis C but has been denied adequate
medication and his health is deteriorating. Shawkan faces nine
trumped-up charges, including "joining a criminal gang" and "murder".
If convicted he could face the death penalty. Please send a card (it can
be religious and you can mention ACAT) to:
Free Shawkan
c/o Ahmed Abu Seif
211 E. Ohio St. Apt #2523
Chicago, Illinois
60611, USA
Johan Teterissa, Indonesia. Teacher Johan
Teterissa is serving a 15-year jail sentence for
raising a flag banned by the Indonesian
government. In 2007 he led a group of people,
mainly teachers and farmers, in a peaceful protest
in front of the president. They performed a
traditional war dance, before unfurling a "rainbow" flag, a historical
symbol of independence for the eastern province of Maluku. Police
officers removed Johan and the others, punching and beating them.
They forced them to crawl on their stomachs on hot asphalt, whipped
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them with electric cables, and beat their ears with rifle butts until they
bled. After an unfair trial, the protestors were convicted of "rebellion"
and Johan was sentenced to life, later reduced to 15 years. He is in
prison thousands of kilometres away from his family and friends. Please
send a non-religious card. You can mention ACAT and include your
name and address.
Johan Teterissa
Lembaga Pemasyrakatan (Lapas)
Klas 1 Batu
Nusa Lambangan, Tambakreja
Cilacap Selatan
53213, Cilacap
Central Java, Indonesia
Annie Alfred, Malawi
Annie Alfred lives with her parents and has many friends, but her life is
in constant danger because, alongside 7,000-10,000 Malawians, she has
the genetic condition of albinism. They are in danger of being abducted,
mutilated or killed because of erroneous beliefs and superstitions, with
children like Annie at particular risk. Even after death
their bones are often stolen for use in witchcraft rituals.
Attacks against Malawians with albinism are rising and
there have been six reported killings in 2016. The few
perpetrators who have been arrested have been
acquitted or given light sentences. The president says he
supports greater protection for people with albinism, but
little progress has been made. Please send a card (it can
be religious). You can mention ACAT. [APAM will distribute the cards to
people with albinism and families who have lost loved ones.]
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Association of People with Albinism in Malawi (APAM)
c/o FEDOMA
Private Bag 797
Limbe, Blantyre
Malawi
Lahpai Gam, Myanmar (Burma)
Lahpai Gam is a Kachin farmer, who was arrested in June 2012 by the
military-backed government in Burma. He was charged under Article
17/1 of the Unlawful Association Act, and he is
serving a 21 year prison sentence in Myitkyina
Prison. Lahpai Gam was living in a refugee camp
for Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) with his
family after fleeing from conflict areas in
Northern Burma. To support his family he
requested permission from a camp supervisor to
work as a herdsman outside the camp. While taking a lunch break
during the trip, he and his friends were taken by the Burmese Army
37th battalion for questioning. He was eventually accused of being a
soldier from the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), and carrying out
bombing operations near Myitkyina. The KIA is the armed wing of the
Kachin Independence Organisation, which works for democracy and
more autonomy for the Kachin people. He was brutally tortured and
forced to make a false confession about his connection with the KIA and
different bombings in the area. According to family members, during
the interrogations he was repeatedly kicked, beaten, forced to drink
water mixed with fuel, and was forced to have sexual intercourse with
another male prisoner.
Please write or send a (non-religious) card to. You may include your
name and address but do not mention ACAT.
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Lahpai Gam
C/o The governor of Myitkyina Prison
Myitkyina Prison
Myitkyina Town
Kachin State
Myanmar
Gong Shengliang, China
Gong Shengliang is a Christian pastor in poor health in prison, where
over the past years he has received countless beatings. In the 1980s, he
founded and led a Protestant evangelical community which has grown
in China. Arrested in 2001, he was subsequently sentenced at an unfair
trial, based on a confession obtained under torture, then seriously
wounded in the face after being beaten by a fellow prisoner. Following
one such assault he became deaf in his right ear. Since suffering a stroke
in detention in 2012, he has lost the use of his legs. He can no longer
speak nor swallow and is denied proper medical care. Current news is
hard to come by. Please send a simple (non-religious) message of
greeting. Do not mention ACAT.
Gong Shengliang
Prison Hongshan
Province de Hubei Wuhan 430223, People's Republic of China
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, Iran
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe was featured in the
September/November 2016 Newsletter and in
subsequent updates, in which we have focussed on
urging the UK government to help her. In view of
threats to extend her imprisonment, you are invited to
send a card to Nazanin herself. The card can be religious and can
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include your name, address and information about yourself. Do not
mention ACAT. It is not known whether she will be allowed to receive it,
but her family asks that you send one.
Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe
Evin Prison
District 2
Behesht St
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran
Linda Carty, USA
Linda Anita Carty, who has dual US and
UK nationality, was convicted and
sentenced to death in February 2002
for the abduction and murder of 25year-old Joana Rodriguez in order to
steal her new-born son. The trial was characterised by an incompetent
lawyer and prosecutorial misconduct. She has been on death row in
Texas for 16 years. In 2011 the Supreme Court refused to hear her case
but in October 2017 a Texas court granted her a rare evidentiary
hearing to examine evidence uncovered by Reprieve that the key
witnesses at her original trial lied after being threatened by the
prosecution. This means that Linda may finally get a new trial and the
justice she deserves. Send a greetings card and/or message of support,
religious if you wish. You can also include your name and address.
Mountainview Unit
2305 Ramson Road, Gatesville
Texas 76528, U.S.A
Email: LindaCarty@deathrow-usa.com
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Germain Rukuki, a human rights worker for ACAT who has been in
prison in Burundi since July 2017.
Bakhrom Kholmatov, Tajikistan, who was sentenced in 2017 to three
years in prison in an unknown location for "extremism" as a result of his
membership of a Christian church. Remember also his family, who have
been threatened.
Hadi Asgari and Amin Afshar Naderi, Iran, who were sentenced in July
2017 to 10 years imprisonment for "violating national security and
promoting Christianity". Both have been on hunger strike and are in
poor health.
Yang Hua (aka Li Guozhi), China, who has been detained since 2015 for
membership of an unregistered Christian church and has been
subjected to harsh treatment.
Ebrahim Firouzi, Iran, who has been repeatedly imprisoned since 2011
for his Christian activities and is currently serving a five-year sentence.
Dr. Kiflu Gebremeskel, Eritrea, who has been detained and held in an
unknown location since 2004 for his Christian activities. Please also
remember the many Eritrean clergy who suffer harassment and ill
treatment for their beliefs.
Pray also for all victims of torture and ill treatment across the world.
May all governments honour the commitment to stamp out torture,
over three decades after the ground-breaking Convention against
Torture was adopted by the United Nations in 1984.
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FIRST COMING
By Madeleine L’Engle
He did not wait till the world was ready,
till men and nations were at peace
He came when the Heavens were unsteady
and prisoners cried out for release.
He did not wait for the perfect time.
He came when the need was deep and great.
He dined with sinners in all their grime,
turned water into wine. He did not wait
till hearts were pure. In joy he came
to a tarnished world of sin and doubt.
To a world like ours, of anguished shame
He came, and his Light would not go out.
He came to a world which did not mesh,
to heal its tangles, shield its scorn.
In the mystery of the Word made Flesh
the Maker of the stars was born.
We cannot wait till the world is sane
to raise our songs with joyful voice,
for to share our grief, to touch our pain,
He came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice!
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Many thanks to members who have helped us compile official
responses to our appeals. Please keep them coming! In many cases
governments do not reply to appeals on behalf of individuals, but that
does not mean that they take no notice. The effect is cumulative and
governments who practise torture or allow it to happen often respond
to sustained public action and to revelations of their conduct. Your
appeals also mean a great deal to the victims, their families and the
human rights workers in those countries.

Coptic Christianity developed in Egypt under the Gospel writer Saint
Mark but separated from mainstream Christianity at the Council of
Chalcedon in 451 AD following theological differences. The Coptic Cross
has many variants but it is typically highly symmetrical with three points
at the end of each arm.
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Final
Thought…

There is no dichotomy between
man and God's image. Whoever
tortures a human being, whoever
abuses a human being, whoever
outrages a human being, abuses
God's image.
Archbishop Oscar Romero

We hope you find this newsletter stimulating and thought-provoking.
Articles for future newsletters are always welcome.
Especially, it would be good to hear about individual or group activities,
any good news about prisoners or any queries or comments you may
have about the work of ACAT-UK. Please send any material – handwritten
or typed – to the following office address for inclusion in the next
available edition.
The ACAT (UK) Office,
C/o 6 Coleridge Road,
Ottery St Mary,
East Devon,
EX11 1TD
Tel. 01404 814186
Email: uk.acat@gmail.com
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