A huge thank you to
Daniel, who brought
in a cake to share with
us in celebration of
his birthday. Daniel is
a dear friend to
Brushstrokes who
attends the
Community Café
regularly and is
always happy to
entertain staff,
volunteers and
diners with his
singing skills. We
wish you a great year
ahead, Daniel, and
thank you for sharing
your special day with
us.
Pictured left is Daniel
with Martin.

What’s on at Brushstrokes 2018
Monday
Advice and Information 0900 — 1200: drop-in
Advice session: welfare rights and bene its
(appointments only)
Resources distribution (appointments only)
ESOL/IELTS classes
Tuesday
Food distribution (1200 — 1500)
ESOL/IELTS classes
IT class (1500 — 1650)

Contact us:
Brushstrokes Community Project
St Philips Parish Centre
Watt Street (off Messenger Road)
Smethwick, B66 3DA

Wednesday
Advice and Information 0900 — 1200: drop-in
Work Club 1500 — 1700 (appointments only)
Resources distribution (appointments only)
ESOL/IELTS/Life in the UK classes
Thursday
Food distribution (1200 — 1500)
ESOL/IELTS classes
Friday
Immigration drop in service (0900 — 1100)
Community Café (1200 — 1400)
Resources distribution (appointments only)

Phone: 0121 565 2234
E-mail: info@brushstrokessandwell.org.uk
Website: www.brushstrokessandwell.org.uk

Brushstrokes Messenger
"We must be in the hand of God like a brush
in the hand of the painter" Nicolas Barré

November 2018

Hello, my name is Annina and I am originally from Germany. I heard about
Brushstrokes while studying at the University of Birmingham. Before
moving to England with my husband, I lived in several European countries. I
like languages and enjoy meeting people from different cultures, which is very
much possible in the West Midlands and, of course, at Brushstrokes! I have
been an Asylum Guide Volunteer for about two months, supporting asylum
seekers to ind their way through the asylum process and equipping them
with information that can hopefully help them feel more con ident. I am
thankful for the opportunity to make a little contribution to the important
work of Brushstrokes and that, while supporting others, I can actually learn so
much myself too.
Postscript: Shortly after submitting this article for the Messenger Annina
attended a job interview and was immediately offered the position of
Teaching Assistant at a Primary School. We will be very sorry to lose
someone so committed but extremely pleased for her success. We remain
grateful to Annina for having helped to make a huge difference to our
clients who are undergoing the dif"icult asylum process.
Thank you Annina.
New Face at Reception
Brushstrokes has helped me in the past in many different ways such as
helping me with my immigration status. I cannot thank them enough for
all the support they have given me over the past seven years. As a thank
you I wanted to give Brushstrokes something back when I got my Leave
to Remain after 18 years of being in the UK. I volunteered at
Brushstrokes so that I could help other people that are going through
different issues in their lives too. I started as an Administration
Volunteer in February 2018 and I really enjoyed meeting and helping
other people.
I am pleased to say that I have been rewarded for my hard work as a
volunteer and now have a temporary paid job on Mondays and
Wednesdays from 9am till 1pm. Brushstrokes always has lots of
opportunities to help support and build self con idence and you can
always volunteer your help too.
Thank you,
Bani
Thank you Bani for all you do to make our centre a more welcoming place.

Brushstrokes receives support from:

Parish of St Philip Neri

Charity no. 512992

Charity
no.
234216

Happy Diwali to all our Hindu, Sikh and Jain friends.

Grateful thanks to the following two schools for recent kind
and generous Harvest Festival donations:
St John Bosco R C Primary School , West Bromwich.
Our Lady of the Wayside Catholic Primary School,
Shirley.

Brexit Information at Brushstrokes
On Thursday 25th Brushstrokes in conjunction with EMCONET and the
Law Centre Network provided a workshop for EU migrants in order to
ascertain and alleviate their concerns related to Brexit and what this
may mean for them and their families. 20 individuals from 11 EU
countries attended the event. Rob Bircumshaw from the Central
England Law Centre provided a detailed explanation of the current
position for EU nationals with regards to residency and rights for
individuals after Brexit. Those present welcomed the opportunity to ask
questions and seek clarity on a range of issues and expressed interest in
attending further events. We hope to be able to run a further session
with Emconet in the New Year.

Thank you very much to Gitica, Russ and Ed — members of Birmingham
Opera Company for visiting Brushstrokes in late October to hold a singing
workshop. The talented trio joined our Friday Community Café and
encouraged us to participate in singing warm-up exercises before leading
us in a harmonious and roof-raising rendition of ‘The Lion Sleeps
Tonight’ (A-weema-weh, a-weema-weh, a-weema-weh etc…) It was a fun
and happy end to our week. Thank you to all involved.

Dave Newall
Project Manager
Welcome to Catherine
Hello! I’m Catherine, and I am a new volunteer working
with Lukano on outreach here at Brushstrokes. So far
I’ve had a great time getting out into the community
and sharing information about the services that
Brushstrokes has to offer. I’m volunteering with
Brushstrokes as part of a year I am spending with The
Columban Missionaries, so I’m lucky enough to be
involved in lots of different projects in the city. I’m a
recent graduate from the University of Birmingham and
am really valuing the chance to meet so many amazing
people involved in making use of and running
community projects like Brushstrokes. So thank you for
having me!
Thank you for your valuable contribution, Catherine.
We are glad you are here.
Fun Day at Bearwood Court Hotel
Thank you to Helen Underhill, Community Engagement
Of)icer for Action for Children, Cape Hill Children’s Centre ,
for the kind invitation for Brushstrokes staff to attend the
open day event at Bearwood Court. Brushstrokes shares a
very special relationship with the hotel which supports lots
of vulnerable families. Martin, Lukano and Catherine
represented our project and had lots of fun getting to grips
with blooming balloon creations!

BOC are currently recruiting people who enjoy singing (of whatever skill
level) for a free community event early in the new year. If you would like
to be part of this please contact them on 07793257537.
Brushstrokes Nominated for Queen’s Award
Brushstrokes Community Project
has always relied heavily on the
valuable contribution made by our
volunteers and it is imperative that
they feel appreciated and cared for.
It is with great pride, therefore,
that we announce that
Brushstrokes Community Project
has been nominated for the
Queen’s Award for Voluntary
Service by Sandwell Council. We
were honoured with a visit on
Friday 26th October by Simon Topman MBE Deputy Lieutenant and Lead of Birmingham and Queens Award for
Voluntary Service Groups. Mr Topman spoke informally with several volunteers and service users and we await
further details concerning our nomination with excitement and hope. Thank you to Sandwell Council for your kind
thoughts towards us.

Women, Faith and Dialogue
A morning of speakers and discussion surrounding women in faith and equality

Women, Faith and Dialogue
All Welcome!

Celebrating 100 years of
Columban Missionaries
10th November 2018
10am, ending with lunch at 1pm
Christ Church, Sparkbrook B11 1LS
(on the corner of Sampson Road and Farm Road)
For more information email: volunteer@columbans.co.uk

